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consents and agrees in advance, he will be likely, from old
military associations, to cling to Grant.

February 14, Friday. Some conversation took place in
Cabinet to-day on the subject of communications to the
Secretary of War. I asked, " Who is Secretary of War? "
The President looked at me significantly and said, "That
matter will be disposed of in one or two days."

He then brought up the subject of removals and of
authority on his part to assign the duties of one Cabinet
officer to another. I asked him if he had seen a bill reported
by Senator Trumbull on this subject, which was before the
Senate yesterday and, from indications, I thought would
be rushed through Congress. Of course, there is an object
hi this bill and this haste. None had seen the bill, which
was published in the Republican, and on getting the paper
and scrutinizing its provisions and preceding laws, it was
evident it was another hedging-in of the President, which
I should hardly have expected of Trumbull, though he is
becoming extremely partisan.

I think the President is prepared to take decided action
with Stanton, and if he will do it promptly, all may yet
be well. He should have removed Stanton before this,
since his last intrusion.

February 15, Saturday. Dined with the President yes-
terday. The Cabinet were all there with their families,
and several Senators and others. It was a pleasant meet-
ing, and the first state dinner-party of the season. All waB
pleasant and passed off cheerfully.

Many calls to-day. Got off an elaborate letter to Pike
and the Naval Committee, on the subject of appropria-
tions, and, incidentally, of estimates and the Navy gen-
erally. In the hands of a good chairman of the Committee
the paper would be effective, but Pike is lazy and uncer-
tain. Tries to be shrewd; is devoted to party more than
to the service or the country; and there is consequently